
 

 

“Be a minimalist.  
It’s the least you can do.” 

 

 
 
 

 
November Bright for GJ Lions 
 As the temperature begins to drop, the ramping up for 
carnival season begins to heat up! The prizes in this year’s 
ticket book will be some of the best we have obtained in years. 
A special thank you to our prize tribes and Erin Robinson for 
obtaining such great prizes this year. 
 The excitement and preparation for this coming year’s 
carnival is underway. Thank you, Austin Erickson, the carnival 
committee, and booth captains for meeting and for continuing 
to work hard towards making our upcoming carnival a huge 
success. 
 The month of November will be a busy month for us with 
our First Friday being held at Freeway Bowl on the 4th, CBC 
meetings on the 1st and 7th @ FCI, Team Draft Night on the 
9th @ CED, Hometown Hero presentation on the 15th @ The 
DoubleTree Hotel, Turkey Raffle on the 22nd @Warehouse 25 
Sixty-Five, and a Closed meeting for the CBC presentation to 
our entire club on the 29th @ Warehouse 25 Sixty-Five. 
 Keep in mind on draft night, the teams will be responsible 
for picking two weekend selling shifts. This coming selling 
season we will double up on the public selling locations! This 
will give our new rookies and other lions equal opportunity to 
sell to the public and keep the weekly competition between 
teams at an all-time high. 
 With Election Day right around the corner, make sure you 
get out and vote this year! 
 Your President, 
 Andrew Weber 
 

Hometown Hero Nov. 15 
 The annual Hometown Hero will be presented on Vol. 15 
at the Doubletree. 
 This is an event that celebrates someone who volunteers in 
the community without fanfare, which also fulfilling their obli-
gations to work and family. 
 The honor is not for GJ Lions, nor for retirees unless the 
volunteer work predates retirement. It if for those who actually 
do the volunteer work, rather than serving on a board of direc-
tors, for example. 
 The recipient is not revealed until the presentation cere-
mony is underway. The trick is frequently to manage to get the 
recipient to attend the meeting without knowing they are the 
one being honored. 
 

Disclaimer… 
 Any rebroadcast, reproduction or other use of this news-
letter without the express written consent of the Grand Junc-
tion Lions Club is strictly prohibited. This internal communi-
cation is meant for solely for the educational and entertainment 
purposes of the original recipient only. Above terms subject to 
change without notice. Attendant does not have combination to 
safe. Calorie measurements are estimates only - Individual 
weight loss may vary. 
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Trivia Challenge 
 This month’s theme is headwear. 
 Your challenge is to name the country 
in which the Panama Hat (seen at right) 
was originally manufactured. 
 The prize is again a delightful treat 
from Enstrom’s (7th & Colorado). Entries 
are by email only — no phone calls, texts, 
letters, or telegrams. Winner chosen from ALL correct entries. 
Random drawing for winner will be at Lions on Nov. 8. You 
must be present to win. 
 Send your answer to: GJLionsTrivia@aol.com  
 

Trivia Answer 
 Last month’s theme classic 
TV couples. 
 Each of the people in the 
photo at right had hit TV shows 
names after them, one in the 
1960s and the other in the 1970s. 
 Your challenge was to name 
this iconic couple.  
 Several Lions knew it was 
Mary Tyler Moore and Dick Van 
Dyke, but none of them attended 
the Oct. 11 meeting. 
 If only Brian Cole, Shawna 
Grieger, Eric Tscherter, Karl Clemons or Brad Higginbotham 
has been there, they would have receive a box of Entrom’s (by 
Chet) World Famous Almond Toffee. But they missed out, so 
Phil Onofrio won because he was (1) at the meeting, and (2) 
listening and paying attention. That matters to old people like 
the Trivia Judge. 
 Andrew Webber was attended, but thought that was Ted 
Turner and Jane Fonda (two liberal icons important to Andrew).  
Joe O’Connor was half-right, with Carol Burnett not Mary. But 
he also missed the meeting. 

 
 

Program Calendar: 
Nov. 1 -- Therapeutic Youth Mentor at Hilltop (Rick Diaz) 
Nov. 8 -- Mesa County Commissioner- Janet Rowland  
Nov. 15 -- Hometown Hero (Phil Onofrio, Chair) 
Nov. 22 -- Turkey Raffle (Reford & Gregg) 
Nov. 29 – CBC Closed Meeting 
 
 

Greeters Schedule: 
Nov. 1 -- Abel Sanchez and Larry Kempton  
Nov. 8 -- Brian Cole and Derek Irick 
Nov. 15 -- Kraig Andrews and Todd Rowell 
Nov. 22 -- Trace Tyler and Sonya Stanley 
Nov. 29 – Derek Irick and Sara Kiser 
 
 

Email additions or corrections:  
Executive Secretary Deb Moesser at gjlionsclub@gmail.com 
Website: www.GJLions.org 
Facebook: Grand Junction Lions Club 

https://www.facebook.com/gjlions 
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Liberty, Intelligence Our Nation’s Safety 

A reminder that you can put a credit card on 
file to pay dues monthly. 



 

 

 Each week at the GJ Lions meeting, Past Presidents Gregg 
Palmer or Reford Theobold give a report on their favorite team — 
The Fighting Okra of Delta State. 
 Delta State is a real school, with a long history of athletic suc-
cess. It is located in Cleveland, Mississippi. 
 Officially, the mascot of Delta State is the Statesmen. 
 What’s the connection? None. Other than a desire to spice up 
the “football reports” at Lions with some unknown team with a 
bizarre mascot. So the Fighting Okra was a natural choice. 
 But the tale behind the Fighting Okra mascot is an interesting 
one. 
 The “Fighting Okra” was first conceived in 1985. Its unknow-
ing parents included a few members of the Statesmen basketball 
and baseball teams. Their idea was simple: “What is mean and 
green?” 
 The creation of the Statesmen was much humbler than that of 
the Okra. Delta State Teacher’s College held its first summer ses-
sion in 1925. Later, in 1955, Delta State became Delta State Col-
lege. Delta State was not considered a University until 1974. Through all of this time the official mascot stayed the same: the 

Statesmen. The mascot was created after the state representative who helped 
establish the school, Walter Stillers Jr. 
 The rivalry between Delta State University and Mississippi College is no 
secret and has recently been rekindled. During one of the notorious basketball 
games a fight broke out: “Fight! Fight! Fight!” students standing in the bleach-
ers yelled as the Statesmen and the Choctaw mascots clumsily pushed at each 
other in an attempt to fight. Referees quickly broke up the fight and kicked the 
two mascots out of the game. It was then announced that a temporary ban on 
the Statesmen would be put in place. 
 Back in those days, a “Statesman” (another word for “politician”) was not 
a particularly scary figure that filled others with fear. That was 1985, unlike 
today in 2022, when there are numbers of highly political groups that strike 
the fear in the hearts of patriotic Americans. Groups like the FBI or the IRS. 
 So a more fearsome mascot was needed. 
 After the game, basketball players and baseball players collected in the 
Court of Governors Men’s Dormitory. Houston Williamson, a basketball play-
er, decided the “Fighting Statesmen” was not a fierce or mean looking mascot. 
All members present agreed the “new” mascot had to be mean and green. Af-
ter several ideas were tossed around Bob Black, the baseball pitcher, suggest-
ed that an okra was “green, fuzzy, and tough.” 
 Ready for the next game, the baseball players lined the bleachers. They 
were ready to fill in where the Statesmen could not. “Okra! Okra! Okra!” four 
members of the Delta State baseball team stood in the bleachers and chanted. 
 “They had cut basketballs in half and painted them green and white with 
O.K.R.A. spelled out on the front.” One student Missy Hannah Kistemaker 
remembered. “The other team was confused, but honestly, we all were con-
sumed, too.”  Soon others stood and joined in. Sean Doyle, one of the baseball 
players later explained that “an okra was the only mean vegetable that they 

could think of.” 
 It was at this basketball game in 1987 that the Okra was finally born. A few years later the student body would begin to em-
brace their “new” mascot. One that depicted an Okra wearing boxing gloves with a fierce facial expression. The Okra’s parents 
had no idea just how famous their child would become. 
 What started out as simply a joke that a 
few students put together as a temporary sub-
stitute became a permanent reality as time went 
on. In the mid-1990s the university held a vote 
which resulted in the adoption of the Okra as 
its unofficial mascot. 
 While some of the older Alumni don’t 
agree with the outrageous humor in the idea of 
a “Fighting Okra,” the younger generation has 
a different interpretation. Student Raven Alli-
son expressed, “Everyone loves the Okra, from 
little children to adults. The party does not start 
until the Okra shows up.” 
 Eventually, there was a referendum, and 
the student body officially endorsed the 
Fighting Okra as the unofficial mascot. In time, 
the university got behind the distinctive mas-
cot. It even created it’s own website and even 
some videos for YouTube. 
 This year, the Fighting Okra are off to a 
great start, currently 8-0. It’s their best start 
since 2000, when they went 9-0 on their way to 
winning the D2 NCAA national championship. 

 

Are the Fighting Okra a real team? 

 Pictured at right is the original mas-
cot, a Statesman, and the student-created  
mascot, Fighting Okra. 
 At top is the Fighting Okra posing 
on the football field. 
 Also above is the cartoon mascot 
used on various merchandise, like the 
shirt worn recently by Gregg Palmer. 



 

 

Meet Crystal Larson 
 By Sonya Stanley 
 Crystal was born in the small town of Myakka City, Flori-
da, a population of 4,239. In her hometown, she grew up with 
many cows, snakes, and alligators. She even caught a 4-foot 
alligator once with her bare 
hands! 
 When Crystal was 17, 
she moved to St. Petersburg, 
Florida.  There she attended 
and graduated from St Pete 
College with a major in Sus-
tainability Management. 
 Crystal moved to Grand 
Junction 11 years ago to be 
closer to family in Vail. 
Throughout her career, she 
has been a finance officer 
and bookkeeper for her own 
business. In May of 2021 she obtained her real estate license 
and has since become a realtor for Keller Williams. She’s keep-
ing busy, even in this crazy market! 
 Crystal has two wonderful boys, Wyatt, age 15 and Jake 
who is age 11. She also has a one-year-old heeler-lab mix pup-
py that keeps her running. 
 For fun, Crystal likes to do anything outdoors including 
horseback riding, archery, hiking, camping and paddleboarding.  
She is working on paddleboarding the Colorado river which she 
says is a fun challenge. Crystal also has a love for swing danc-
ing and attending local concerts. 
 I asked Crystal why she decided to join the GJ Lions Club, 
and she mentioned that she participated in our Carnival last year 
and had such a fabulous time that she decided to join this fun 
group. We are very happy to have her as a new member – thank 
you Brad for sponsoring Crystal!  
 

Turkey Raffle Back Nov. 22 
 Once again, the annual Turkey Raffle returned on the Tues-
day before Thanksgiving. 
 This entertaining GJ Lions tradition is full of prizes, featur-
ing turkeys for the holidays, but also other prizes like books, 
movies and CDs. 
 Generally, the media being 
given away to the lucky ticket 
holders are items not found in a 
typical store (even online). 
 Many are created by mem-
bers of the GJ Lions (like the 
prizes below from a past raffle). 
 The proceeds from the tick-
et sales go to the GJ Lions Foun-
dation. 
 The tag-team of Past Presidents Gregg Palmer and Reford 
Theobold conduct the raffle in their usually serious manner. 
 To give Lions a taste of the raffle, below are past items: 
one CD, one 
book, and a 
past sponsor. 
 
 
 
 
 

History of GJ Lions & Mesa 
College Part 2: The Depression 
 Robin Brown at CMU at a recent meeting asked 
some questions about the history of GJ Lions and Mesa 
College, but no one could answer. With that in mind, 
here is Part 3 of that history. 
 In early 1932, the GJ Lions Club experienced a double 
whammy when the depression caused two local banks to fail.  
 Unfortunately, the GJ Lions Club had accounts in both 
banks, one for operations and one for the "Lions Club-Junior 
College Fund" with an $800 balance. That became a total 
loss with the announcement of this bank's insolvency. This 
loss of $800 was a very serious blow for the College's staff 
morale. 
 Since the GJ Lions Club was working daily with Dean 
Cliff Houston in resolving many Junior College's problems, 
GJ Lions Directors asked Dean Houston to attend all future 
Lions Board meetings so as to minimize the time in solving 
problems.  
 For example, during the years 1932-1933 GJ Lions had 
over 12 Directors' meetings to just discuss: "How to increase 
the student enrollment at the College?" 
 GJ Club's Directors and Dean Houston finally agreed to 
the establishment of a scholarship program that included the 
ten other Lions Clubs located on Colorado's Western Slope, 
featuring the incentive of matching scholarships to be pro-
vided by the Grand Junctions Lions. 
 Ample legal documents were prepared and all ten Lions 
Clubs were personally contacted by one of GJ Club's Direc-
tors; each of the ten Lions Clubs were challenged to encour-
age at least 2 or 3 of their local students to attend the Grand 
Junction State Junior College under the scholarship program; 
and the Grand Junction Lions agreed to match all the other 
10 Lions Clubs total donations, dollar for dollar. 
 Unfortunately, this scholarship program moved slowly 
for the next two years. However, for the 1936-1938 years 
100 new students attended the Junior College on the match-
ing scholarship program! 
 The money received from the tuition portion of the 100 
scholarships assist-
ed the Junior Col-
lege, but the tuition 
portion was not 
sufficient to cover 
the total monthly 
expenses that the 
college was experi-
encing!  
 Most Grand 
Junction citizens 
during the period, 
1927-1937, did not 
realize this Junior 
College received 
absolutely no fi-
nancial assistance 
from the State of 
Colorado or from the US Federal Government.  
 However, despite being denied this financial aid, the 
Junior College's doors remained open! In addition to increas-
ing the scholarship funds substantially, as noted above, it 
was necessary to increase the cash donations to cover the 
daily operational expenses so as to further assure the resi-
dents of Grand Junction that the Junior College would never 
fail financially.  
 Therefore, numerous local fund raisers were organized, 
and month after month, plus year after year, various groups 
repeatedly raised fresh new cash to benefit the Junior Col-
lege, including; jittney dances at the Country Club, bathing 
beauty contests, shooting galleries, golf contests, each of 
which raised about $200. 
 
 In 1929, the Pan Hellenic Society and the Rotary Club 
both respectively raised $250, and $400, to donate to the 
Junior College.  
 However, the Grand Junction Lions exceeded their com-
bined donation.  
 With its Junior College Carnival since 1925 , the GJ 
Lions has always been the largest yearly donator to the Jun-
ior College!  
 
 Part 4 continues next month... 
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Membership Directory Underused by GJ Lions 
 In listening to comments at the Tuesday meetings, it is apparent that many of the newer Lions are unaware that there is a Mem-
bership Directory. 
 It can be found at the GJ Lions website:  
GJLions.org 
 To access the members portion, you click at the top on “For Members Only.” From there, you enter your I.D. and your password.  
 Past webmaster Angela Wetzel can explain how to get an I.D. and how to set up a password. New webmaster Sara Kiser will 
also be able to do that once she has fully learned her new duties. 
 Exec. Secretary Deb may also be able to assist, though that’s not really her job. 
 One you’re in (the page may not look like it’s changed), if you click on your own picture, then you can look at the membership. 
You can enter a name (first or last, doesn’t matter), and all matches should pop up. 
 Or, you can just scroll through the lists of members. 
 If this is your first time, you will need to fill out some basic information, including details about you, your family, your contact 
info, etc. 
 AND, you should upload a current photo. 
 New members may have a Carnival Badge as a temporary photo. Please replace that badge with your photo. 
 Any new member sponsors who neglected to help their Rookies should be ashamed. And they may be the victim of a fine, under 
the new emphasis on fines. 
 Also, Rookies should be aware that SOME members of the Board have never uploaded a photo. Do NOT be alarmed at this lack 
of a photo; it is an oversight that each Board member will quickly correct, under the new emphasis on fines. 
 



 

 

 
 

We waste time on the Internet We waste time on the Internet We waste time on the Internet    

so you don’t  have to.so you don’t  have to.so you don’t  have to.   

Some of my favorite pie charts... 
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Past Presidents 
1. Silmon Smith ………........1921-22 
2. M.N. Due ..........................1922-23 
3. Fred C. Hogue ..….….......1923-24 
4. German C. Fox ...….….....1924-25 
5. J.J. Hamilton .………........1925-26 
6. Harry P. Smith .....…….....1926-27 
7. C.J. Bradfield ……............1927-28 
8. John C. Page .....…..…......1928-29 
9. F.C. Martin ....……...........1929-30 
10. B.H. Day ...........……......1930-31 
11. O.D. Williams .................1931-32 
12. Roy A. Capman …..........1932-33 
13. T.W. Gardner ..................1933-34 
14. Al Look..............…..........1934-35 
15. P.A. Matteroli .................1935-36 
16. R.B. Kel .......……….......1936-37 
17. Henbly Seibot .…............1937-38 
18. F.O. Garrison …...….......1938-39 
19. Clinton Smith ........….....1939-40 
20. Rex Howell .........…........1940-41 
21. C.K. "Chet" Enstrom …..1941-42 
22. T.S. Campbell ...........…..1942-43 
23. C.L. Paul …….................1943-44 
24. Don Severson …..............1944-45 
25. R.B. Williams ..….......... 1945-46 
26. Cecil S. Haynie .............. 1946-47 
27. Clinton Biggs ....…......... 1947-48 
28. Coe VanDeren ........…....1948-49 
29. Leland Schmidt ...…....... 1949-50 
30. Tom Clam. .......…...........1950-51 
31. Tom Mahan ........……....1951-52 
32. M.R. Douglass ......….. ...1952-53 
33. Ray C. Hume ...........….. 1953-54 
34. Frank Hockensmith….... 1954-55 

35. D.S. Dykstra .…........... 1955-56 
36. Laird K. Smith .…........ 1956-57 
37. J. Garth Hall ................ 1957-58 
38. Gene Ridenour …..…... 1958-59 
39. Al Cornelison .............. 1959-60 
40. Frank Rose ........……... 1960-61 
41. W.E. "Bus" Bergman …1961-62 
42. Charles S. Lumnley …..1962-63 
43. Hurst F. Otto ............….1963-64 
44. William E. Foster ….... 1964-65 
45. Joe Lacy ......……......... 1965-66 
46. Don Stacey .....……..... 1966-67 
47. Dick Pond .......………. 1967-68 
48. John McKean …..…..... 1968-69 
49. James Robb ....…......... 1969-70 
50. Robert Collins ...…...... 1970-71 
51. Jimmy Eisenhauer….... 1971-72 
52. Edwin G. Ruland ..........1972-73 
53. Lyle Shriver ...........….. 1973-74 
54. Keith Mumby ..…........ 1974-75 
55. Jim Hill ..........……...... 1975-76 
56. Bill Beckwith ......….... 1976-77 
57. James E. Wysocki …... 1977-78 
58. William E. Sullivan …. 1978-79 
59. Brian Mahoney ............ 1979-80 
60. Robin Cherp ...…......... 1980-81 
61. James A. Leland .......... 1981-82 
62. Larry C. Jones …......... 1982-83 
63. Ward Scott ….............. 1983-84 
64. Tom Burke ...…........... 1984-85 
65. Larry Feather .............. 1985-86 
66. George White ..…............. 1986 
67. Denny Granum …....... 1986-87 
68. Dan Griffin .........….... 1987-88 

69. Jim Comerford ............... 1988-89 
70. Alan Workman ............... 1989-90 
71. Steve Ward ……............. 1990-91 
72. Jamie Hamilton .............. 1991-92 
73. Harry Griff .......……...... 1992-93 
74. Doug Simons ................. 1993-94 
75. Gregg Palmer ................. 1994-95 
76. Bob Van Iderstine ..... ….1995-96 
77. Jim Verdieck .................. 1996-97 
78. Illene Roggensack ..... ….1997-98 
78. Carey Merola ................. 1998-99 
80. Rand Taylor ............... 1999-2000 
81. Bill Rohr ...........………. 2000-01 
82. Tim Wollin .......……..... 2001-02 
83. Mike Russell ......…........ 2002-03 
84. Doug Thomason ............ 2003-04 
85. Lynn Hood .........…........ 2004-05 
86. Randy Pearce ....……..... 2005-06 
87. Brad McCloud ............... 2006-07 
88. Reford C. Theobold .... 2007-08 
89. Karl Clemons ................. 2008-09 
90. Josh Aubert .......……..... 2009-10 
91. Ky Oday ..........………... 2010-11 
92. Jefferson Baker………....2011-12 
93. Denise Green……….......2012-13 
94. Chris Allen……….….….2013-14 
95. Jim Giese……………….2014-15 
96. Ken Brownlee……..…....2015-16 
97. Craig Glogowski…..……2016-17 
98. Jim Nickerson……......…2017-18 
99. Scott Feddersen…….…...2018-19 
100. Angela Wetzel………...2019-20 
101. Shawna Grieger…….....2021-21 
102. Dan Sites………..……..2021-22 

Standing Committees are now on the following page... 



 

 

 

Lion of the Year 
Past LOY — Ken Brownlee 970-206-1906 
builder00@bresnan.net 

 New-TBD on August 16th 

 Programs 
Sara Kiser 970-250-7573 saravictoriajones@yahoo.com 

 Newsletter 
Reford Theobold 970-234-0113 rtheobold@aol.com 

 Hometown Hero 
Gregg Palmer 970-250-2187 brownsshoegjc@gmail.com 
Reford Theobold 970-234-0113 rtheobold@aol.com 

 Joe Biggs Awards 
Meghan King 970-580-5692 mking@fciol.com 

 Social Committee 
Dana Hanson 623-251-1110 dhansen16@gmail.com 

 And recent rookies 

 CBC 
Phil Onofrio 970-343-2886 phil.onofrio@gmail.com 

 Marketing & Advertisements 
Brad McCloud 970-250-7988 
brad.d.mccloud@xcelenergy.com 
Angela Wetzel 970-216-0351 angeladwetzel@gmail.com 

 Social Media & Website 
Sara Kiser 970-250-7573 saravictoriajones@yahoo.com 

 Gaming License 
Craig Glogowski 970-778-5755  
craigglogowski@gmail.com 

 Public Relations 
Brad McCloud 970-250-7988 
brad.d.mccloud@xcelenergy.com 

 Ticket Books 
Sarah Colvin 970-765-6680  
sarah.colvin@washingtonprime.com 

 Ticket Books Co-chairs 
SarahBeth Moores 970-361-2434 
sbwalsh1023@gmail.com 
Dan Sites 970-985-5518 Daniel.A.Sites@wellsfargo.com 

 

 

 Carnival 
Austin Erickson 858-386-6020 austin@gjced.com 

 Carnival Night Co-Chairs 
Kendra Chase 970-778-5958 Kendra@dapperlycuts.com 
Meghan King 970-580-5692 mking@fciol.com 

Evan Walton 970-985-0741 ewalton@fciol.com 

 Membership 
Dana Hansen 623-251-1110 dhansen16@gmail.com 

 Parade 
Ben Linzey 925-437-4439 tblinzey@gmail.com 

 Parade Assistant 
Erin Robinson 217-450-1191 erikureckin1@gmail.com 

 Prize Committee 
Erin Robinson 217-450-1191 erikureckin1@gmail.com 

 Prize Committee Co-chairs 
Shawna Grieger 970-260-3175 sgrieger@wcca-gj.com 
Dan Sites 970-985-5518 Daniel.A.Sites@wellsfargo.com 

 Silent Auction 
Kraig Andrews 970-201-4242 andrews1201@msn.com 

 District Liaisons/RMEB Eyeglass Program 
Joe O’Connor 970-640-3369 Joconnor@mesadev.org 
Dana Hansen 623-251-1110  dhansen16@gmail.com 

 Ticket Chairperson 
Austin Erickson 858-386-6020 austin@gjced.com 

 Carnival Advisor 
Jefferson Baker 970-260-8433 grandmesa67@yahoo.com 

 Juco 
Carlos Baldo 814-316-6708 carlangasbal@yahoo.com 

 Scholarship 

 Bobby VanIderstien 970-245-5424 
Denise Green 970-201-4343 gjliondenise@gmail.com 
Gregg Palmer 970-250-2187 brownsshoegjc@gmail.com 

Banquet 
Austin Erickson 858-386-6020 austin@gjced.com 

2022-2023 Standing Committees 
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